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Client

BSBLSC protects the public, their pledge: ‘No Lives Lost at Bondi Beach’.  Founded 
in February of 1907,  the not for profit organisation plays a vital role in society, 
supporting a broad community. See images lower left.

Comprehensive consultation with the club has occurred, including a series of eight 
targeted interviews during two months of March & April 2018. This highlighted a 
desperate need for more storage. Frontline services which are in serious need of 
improvement. Severe lack of supporting areas: such as disabled access, children, 
nippers and family friendly areas, education space and inequality of facilities for 
female members.  Upgrades are imperative and urgent.

Upgrades
imperative 
& urgent.

“Health & safety 
a key concern.”

“Education,
zero dedicated space”.  

“No disabled access”

“Inequality of facilities
for female members”

“Protected outdoor area 
for nippers needed”

“We need more storage!”

Bondi Surf Bathers’ Lifesaving Club - Conservation & Upgrade Project

Bondi Surf Bathers’ 

Lifesaving ClubLockhart - Krause      Architects
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Site

The proposal is sympathetic to its heritage context, with the addition of an exciting 

publicly accessible courtyard, connectivity is improved. A new publicly accessible 

arcade connecting Bondi Pavilion through Bondi Surf Club to Bondi Playground. 

Intrusive additions are removed, increasing landscape, open space and usable parkland, 

significantly improving the public domain.

Bondi’s unique character is supported, the historic pattern of Courtyards, Terraces, 

Arches and Pitched Roof forms are interpreted in a lightweight & distinguishable 

manner, adding to the identity of place. 

Bondi’s
unique

character 
supported

Bondi Surf Bathers’ Lifesaving 
Club 1934. The proposal includes 
an exciting publicly accessible 
courtyard. 

Bondi Surf Pavilion 1928.
Courtyards are a key design 
feature of Bondi and have been 
included in the surfclub design. 

Campbell
parade.

Low quality public 
domain; worksyard, 
carparking, storage 
& refuse.

Mock heritage additions, 
dilutes character of  
original building.

Exceptional 
original 1934 
heritage building

Narrow
laneway

Intrusive 
additions. 
Heavy bulk & 
scale.

Intrusive additions removed, 
increased landscape, open 
space and usable parkland. 
Native vegetation added.

New public 
seating &
congregation 
areas.

The project will improve connectivity between Bondi 
Pavilion, Bondi Surf Club & Bondi Playground with a public 
arcade, over 100meters in length, extending from one end 
of the Bondi Pavilion to the Bondi Playground. 

Connection 
to 
Bondi 
playground

Queen 
Elizabeth
Drive.

Long horizontal 
terraces with panoramic 
views, disabled access, 
rain & sun protection.

Bondi Beach Public School 1923. 
Courtyards are a key design 
feature of Bondi and have been 
included in the surfclub design. 

Campbell 
parade

Arches, colonnades and arcades are 
a key design features of Bondi. This 
pattern has been respected and is 
included in the surfclub design. 

Long horizontal terraces, a place to 
stand and enjoy the view, are key 
design feature of Bondi and are 
included in the surfclub design.

Pitched roof forms are a key 
design feature of Bondi and 
have been included in the 
surfclub design.

Queen 
Elizabeth 
Dr.

Bondi 
Beach

Cordova 
terracotta 
roof to match 
Bondi Pavilion.

Bondi Surf 
Pavilion 1928, 
with courtyard.

Original 1934 
heritage building 
conserved & 
celebrated.

Unclear relationship between 
Bondi Pavilion & BSBLSC, views 
obstructed with intrusive 
additions.

Existing - Aerial Proposed - Aerial

Before After

View corridors re-
instated to green 
landscape and 
Campbell Parade

Bondi’s has a unique identity; arches, waves, terraces & the horizon. The beach and its buildings are connected.

Bondi Surf Bathers’ 

Lifesaving ClubLockhart - Krause      Architects
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Design

The design preserves and restores the original clubhouse in all its glory, modern 

lightweight additions highlighting the original. The proposal removes intrusive 

additions, reducing bulk and scale and allows the exceptional heritage of the 1934 

original building to be appreciated in the round. Views to Campbell Parade are 

reinstated, supporting the heritage setting. The Bondi Pavilion is emphasized and 

complimented, with a new open public laneway, accentuating the two buildings as 

independent 3D objects within the park.

Reduced 
Bulk & Scale

Intrusive 
Additions 
Removed

Subservient.

Dominant.Subservient.

Dominant.

Low 
quality 
public 
domain.

Bulk  
and 
scale 
reduced.

Heavy 
bulk  
and 
scale.

Dangerous 
external stair, 
no disabled 
access.

Original 1934
heritage building
conserved & 
celebrated.

Exceptional 
original 1934
heritage 
building.

Modern lightweight 
additions. With 
open panoramic 
views.

Long horizontal terraces 
with panoramic views, 
disabled access, rain & 
sun protection.

Intrusive additions removed, 
increased landscape, open 
space and usable parkland. 
Native vegetation added.

View corridors 
re-instated to 
green landscape 
& Campbell Pde.

New public 
seating &
congregation 
areas.

Open and 
accessible public 
connection to 
Bondi beach.

Surf pavilion emphasized & complimented with 
reduced bulk & scale, sympathetic roof design, 
separation & open space accentuating the Pavilion & 
Surf Club as independent 3D objects within the park.

Cordova 
terracotta tile 
roof to match 
Bondi Pavilion.

Intrusive mock
heritage additions. 
Dark fixed glass, limited 
connection to beach.

Exposed 
terraces, no 
rain or sun 
protection.

Unclear relationship 
between Bondi Pavilion & 
BSBLSC, views obstructed 
with intrusive additions.

Proposed - Beach PerspectiveExisting - Beach Perspective

Before After
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outcome

Entry

Proposed - Basement Floorplan

Bondi
Beach 

Playground

Entry

Bondi
Beach 

Playground

Bondi
Pavilion

Bondi
Pavilion

Proposed - First Floorplan

Existing - Ground Floorplan Proposed - Ground Floorplan

Lifesaving Storage, 
Archives, 
Back of House

750m2
(Existing 220m2)

Gymnasium

200m2
(Existing 100m2)

Publicly 
Accessible 

Multipurpose 
Training & 

Meeting rooms
(Education)

200m2

Void
(Hall below)

Womans Changeroom
80m2 (Existing 45m2)

Publicly Accessible
Surf Museum

& Heritage Hall
200m2

Publicly 
Accessible 
Courtyard

Youth
Room
200m2

Works Yard
Driveway,

Carparking,
Storage & Refuse

Existing Works Yard 
Footprint Shown 
Dark Blue: 407.99 

m2

Total Existing BSBLSC 
Footprint Shown Blue: 

780.29 m2

Usable Public Parkland, 
Shown Green: 
1,006.16 m2

Usable Public Parkland, 
Shown Green: 
1,860.55 m2 

(80% Increase)

Total Proposed Footprint 
Shown Blue: 780m2 

(0% increase)
Site Area/
Curtilage: 

3,106.57 m2
Site Area/
Curtilage: 

3,106.57 m2

Publicly Accessible Kiosk, 
Merch, Board Room & Admin

Caretaker, Operations,
Radio & First Aid Room

Consolidated Loading Area,
Shared with Pavilion

Mens Changeroom
80m2 (Existing 75m2)

Refurbishment of 
Existing Function Room

200m2 (Existing: 200m2)

Terracotta Roof Tiles Terracotta Roof Tiles

Solar PanelsSolar Panels

Proposed - Roof Floorplan

Proposed - Second Floorplan

Before After

Design

The footprint of the clubhouse remains the same and the design significantly increases 

the amount of usable public parkland. Open green space increased from approx. 

1000sqm to 1800sqm, 80% improvement, an almost doubling of public domain.

In balance, the proposal delivers the urgent & imperative functional requirements 

needed at Bondi Surf Club. Including increased storage, equitable change facilities, 

fit for purpose areas for nippers and families, improved frontline services, as well as 

supporting spaces, such as education & gymnasium.
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Existing - Driveway

Proposed - Section AA

Proposed - Publicly Accessible Courtyard

Proposed - Section DD

Design

The proposal significantly improves the public domain and includes a publicly 

accessible courtyard. Open to everyone, alive with movement & activity, it provides a 

protected & safe place for nippers, families & the community.

With intrusive additions removed, the original heritage arches & stair are returned. The 

exceptional heritage of the original 1934 building celebrated in the round, all elevations 

once again visible.

Improved 
public

domain

Before After

Storage StorageStorage

Courtyard

Heritage Stair

Courtyard

Link
Terrace Terrace

Operations Changeroom

Non 
original 
side roofs 
removed.

Intrusive 
additions 
removed.

Original 1934 
building 
conserved 
and restored. 

Original heritage arches 
returned, 1934 building 
celebrated in the round, all 
elevations once again visible.

Original heritage stair 
conserved & reinstated, 
intrusive additions 
removed.

Comfortable 
place for a 
picnic.

Open-
air 
walkway.

Building 
subservient, 
includes planting, 
receding into park.

Publicly accessible 
courtyard, open to 
everyone, alive with 
movement & activity.

Playful, wave-like awning roof, a 
special place for children. Similar to 
Bondi Beach Public School & Bondi 
Playground, both with sun protection.

Courtyard designed 
for nippers & families, 
fit for purpose; soft, 
safe & protected.

Open arcade to either side of 
courtyard. Promoting connection 
between Bondi Playground & Bondi 
Pavilion, access in wet weather.

Open, playful, child 
friendly outdoor area, 
connected to nearby 
Bondi Playground.

Modern 
lightweight 
additions.

Existing storage, 
relocated to larger 
consolidated area with 
easy access.

Existing driveway’s consolidated, shared 
with pavilion, increased landscape, open 
space and usable parkland. Reduced 
overlap between vehicles & pedestrians. 



Panel 6 of 6

Design

The proposal conserves and restores the original building and includes a number 

interpretive and conservation initiatives, celebrating heritage.

This includes restoration of the original heritage hall, opening the space as a publicly 

accessible surf museum; honouring the oldest lifesaving club in the world.  A place for 

surfclub members to be remembered & showcase their history.

Celebration of 
Heritage

Storage Storage

Gymnasium

Education

Courtyard

Link

MuseumMuseum

Refurbished FunctionRefurbished Function

Youth Room

Proposed - Section BB Proposed - Section CC

Existing - Hall Proposed - Publicly Accessible Museum

Inaccessible, 
dark 
heritage 
hall.

Solid
non
original 
doors.

Original 1934 
heritage 
highlight 
windows.

‘Hall of 
Champions’, 
exceptional 
heritage.

Consolidated, 
organised 
& increased 
displays.

Hall flexible; furniture 
& displays movable, on 
wheels. Important club 
meetings & events continue.

Display & celebration 
of beautiful club 
artifacts, surf craft & 
objects.

Acoustics 
improved. 
Specialist 
acoustic ceilings. 

Improved lighting, 
with heritage 
interpretation of 
original skylight.

Open glass doors, 
connected to 
beach, publicly 
accessible.

Before After


